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SUBJECT 


Meeting with General Heusinger, 30 October i960 


I I, Ihe following confiims an oral report on Subject made to Deputy 

Ops West, COS Germany on 31 October i960. 

'•■2t !Qie meeting, primarily a social call, with Heusinger was at his 
• 'h^<OT approximately five hours, and most of the time included his 

i; : wif e Md dau^ter. 

^ ...vt i Political. 

‘ “7.. “7 T r;rr . 

; 3« . PoUowing a lively give and take conceming the coming U»S. national 

I - ^ eiecticn; (nothing worthy of report on this theme except Heusinger claims the 

Gen^s would not welcome Adlai Stevenson as Secretazy of State because they 
^ : fear he is not sufficiaitly toug^-minded towards the Soviets; in this context 
■:'9, He^inger likened Stevenson to MacMillan of the UK), the conversation led to 

v the Geraan^ arena, Heusinger claims the general, over-all political 

\ ‘’ situation in We^^ Geimany has not perceptibly' changed or iaproved over the 

; i.iast few years. He that the political integration of Eurtpe is as far 

X : - :,.:/awy^^ Geman govezruaent ties to NATO came up in context of 

; . r.. c.the.i^c.ra of DeGauUe to . give France a national nuclear deterrenlt j 

V ; : clitical of DeOaulle in this z'egard 

kkc|p?J;;f|;4^di^ln Can only cost France considerable enezgy and ezpense 

success and at the sai;^ time causing further weakening of 

stated that the Federal Bepublic' s entire- . 
aligned to the United States that diould the 


in 1961, 

somewhat regarding the 1961 federal 

|j||||f^;';^oii^tii^ He .thi^s that this coming election may well be built 

rather thai stressing party platforms. (There is 
the two major parties ' announced policies; the 
c^didates are Willy Brandt vs Conrad Adenauer.-) . 
^^^||fej^|B(w|ingi^ 'elections will, be extz^mely close and Brandt nay^ O 

(65) and the fact that ho -one 
as Aoenauer's choice to succeed him. Regard- 
^0tfekk;ik^;:''^skt^‘Sk prominent potential candidates were 

as- follows: ■■ . 0 

.-■'ai-., Ludwig Effi A RD -.Somewhat of a problem because of the more 

developn^nts in V/est Geimany, There appears to be 

income bracket regarding the cost of 

P)lik"Sf''‘=?i:--k''^-’41iving-5’ahdktfte'puinhasi^^ Heusinger: feels West 

.. ■ crrr3 . 
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Germany is entering a period of minor recession which will redound 
to Exhard' s disadvantage and will cause him to lose much of his 
prestige and popularity. ' 

b. Eugen GERSTEMA.IER - Still very popular and more recently 
has been played up in the West German press as an outspoken critic 
of the Soviets. The problem here is to get the popxilace to know him. 


c. Gerhard SCHRDEIIER - Very con?)etent individual who is well 
respected in the government, but too quiet, no color, and no popular 
appeal. 


f . 


d, Franz- Josef STRA.USS - Not as popular with the masses as he 
has been due to some of his activities in defense planning which have 
been critized in the Federal Bepublic. (Heusinger appeared to be 
reluctant to speak out on Strauss during this meeting.) 


X/ 


Heusinger is of the opinion that there will be further serious 
problems regarding the Berlin situation during 1961 and stated the opinion 
that the Soviets may well create a crisis mainly to influence the election. 


Military 

6. I will, not attenpt to report Heusinger* s factual commentary as to 
equipment issued and the state of readiness of the military since this appears 
to be well covered in MAAG and other reports. However, Heusinj^r did state 
. that a majority of senior Geimaui officers will be going In to^-i'ietirement, and 
this fact I have not noted in previous reports. He stated-'that some twelve top 
officers would retire by the end of their fiscal year (31 Marchbl96l) and 
another ei^t or so during the next year. ]h the latter group, he mentioned 
General KAMJfiUBER and Admirals EDGE and WAGNER. He stated General SPEIDEL 
will probably be eased out of his position because of repeated demands by 
the. French to reorganize the supza-structure of the NATO hi^ command. The 
Ffehch (presently personally being pushed by DeGaulle) wish to sinplify the 
command structure and have only one Chief of Allied Forces (who presumably 
would be French), assisted by three Service deputies (Army, Air, Navy) . If 
i±ils plw succeeds, the SPEIDEL position becomes supetfluous and places the 
bid general in a position of ”four-s.tar casual unassigned", 

■■ ... 

As has been reported elsevhe re, Heusinger is being actively con- 
sidered to replace the Dutch General B,R.P,F, HASSEU^ as Chairman of the 
NATO-Military Committee in Permanent Session, Washington, D.C, Heusinger 
claims he is being pushed for this assignment by the Chiefs of Staff of all 
of the smaller nations in NATO, He claims Adenauer and Strauss are somewhat 
reluctantly in favor, in that they see the advantage from a prestige point of ' 
view,, but are not too happy having him leave his present position which they 
feel is more iii5)ortant. The NATO Chiefs of 'Staff vote bn this appointment 
sometime during the early part of DecCmber I960. IfsHeusinger gets it, he 
will transfer to Washington, D.C, sometime during March 1961, The appointment 
becomes effective April 1961, Heustogef expressed his concern with the advance 
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publicity regarding this appointraait and stated that it nay well prejudice 
Germany's chances to take the Chairmanship at this time. He said the 
wounds of Nazi Germany and World War II are still too fresh in the minds of 
people, and giving this much advance publicity may cause sufficient adverse 
criticism to result in a decision by the NATO Chiefs of Staff to shelve 
consideration of West Germany for the Chairmanship at this time. 


8, In the -event Heusinger does get the appointment, he will be replaced 
by It. General Frlederich FOERISCH, presently D^uty Chief of Staff in Plans 
and Policy of SHAPE. Heusinger stated this reassignment of FQERTSCH is very 
secret in the government and known to only a few moi, and he asked me to 
protect Ihe sensitivity of the information. (This POERTSCH is the brother- 
of the old General FOERTSCH working for UPHITJ.) 

Liaison with UPHILL 


9* Heusinger stated that relations are very good between the Defense 
conQ)onents and the URiILL organization. He claims that many of the UPHTIXers 
are personally distastefVil to him and many of his senior people. He feels 
that they indulge in clandestinlty for the sake of the exercise and generally 
. give him the feeling of an. m^althy atmosphere. (Heusinger and several 
menibers of his staff were' recently given a briefing in a hotel room, 
surrounded by members of the"I]HHILL organization, a.11 of whom looked like 
dime>store hovel spies, and at one point in the bzdefing a fairly se^^ior 
officer of Heusinger’ s was asked to excuse himself for a pairt of the "briefing. 
This incident is probably the one which most recently annoyed Heusinger and 
caiised him to make the remark.) 
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